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An ExtraH 
Of a Letter^ Written from Holland, about Preferving of 
Ships from being Worm-eaten. 

This EKtraB: is borrowed from the V tench journal des Scavans 
of lebr. I f V x666. and is here inferred, to excite Invcnrive 
heads here ^ to overtake the propofer in /f^/Z^/W. The letter 
runs thus: 

Although you have vifited our Port (^ J rrijler dam) I ]<>,no*^ 
Bot whether you have noted the ill condition^ our fhips are in, 
that return from the Indies. There is in thofc Seas a kind of 
fmall worms^ that faftenthcmfelvcs to the Timber of the fliips^ 
an,d fo pierce them, that they take water every where ; or if 
they do not altogether pierce them thorow, they fo weaken 
the wood, that it is almoft impofiible to repair them. We 
have at prefent a Man herc^ that pretends to have found ari 
admirable fecrec to remedy this evil. That, which would 
render this fecret the more importanr,is,that hitherto very ma- 
ny ways have been ufed to effedt it,bur without fuceefs. Some 
have impioyed Deal, Hair and Lime^cjt?. and therewith lined 
their fhips-but.befides that this does not altogether affright the 
worms.ic retards much thelhips Courfe.The Portugals fcorch 
their fliips, infomuch thatih the quick works there is made a 
coaly crufl; of about an Z;;^^ thick* But as this \s dangerous^, 
it happening not feldom^ that the whole vcffei is burnts fo 
the reafon why worms eat not thorow Portugal fhips^ is con- 
ceived to be the exceeding hardnefe of rheTimber^ employ- 
ed by them. 

We expect with impatience the nature and effect of this Pro*' 
pofilion. Many hav^e already ventur'd to give their thoughts 
concerning h. Some fay-, there needs no more, but to buiid 
Stups of anarder kind of Wood, than the ufuaL Others ha- 
ving obferved, that thefe Worms faftennot to a kind of wild 
"'".^^c^j5 Pear-tree^ which is highlj bitter ;, do thereupon fug- 

etc. 



;eft, that the befl Expedient would be^, to fiad out a Wood 
laving that quality. But certainly there being now no Tim- 
ber, fie for Ships, that is not known, 'cis not likely that any v/ill 
be found either more hard, or more bitter, than that^ which 
has been hitherto employed. Some do imagine ^ that the 
Propofer will, by certain Lixhiums , give to the ordinary 
Wood fuch a quality znd bitternefs^ as is found in the already 
mention d Indian Pear-tree. But this alfo will hardly ixxccttd, 
fince it will be requifite not only to make Lixiviums.^ \x\ great 
quantities at an eafierate^ and flrong enouc>h to penetrate 
the thick fides of a Ship, but alfo to make them durable c- 
nough, not to be wafh't out by the Sea. Yet notwithftar* 
ding, in thefe matters one ought tofafpend on's judgement, 
untill experience do fliew.what is to be believed or them. 

So jar theExtraU.To which it may perhaps not be unfeafo- 
nable to add, that a very worthy perfon in LcndoUj fuggefts the 
Pitch , drawn out of Sea coles , for a good Pvcmedy to fcare 
away thefe noyfome infers. 

An Account 
OfaBook^ Tjery lately publifi% entituled^ The Origine 

of Forms and Qualities , illufirated by Confidera- 
tions and Ey^eriments ^ by the Honourable Robert 
Boyle. 

This Curious and Excellent Piece , h a kind of IntroduHion 
to the Principlej of the Mechanical Fkilofophy^ explicating , by 
very Confiderable Obfervations and Experiments, what may 
be 3 according to fuch Principles , conceived of the 'Nature 
and Origine of Qualities and Forms ; the knowledge whereof, 
either makes or fuppofes the Fundamental and Uieful part of 
l<JaturalThilo[Qphy. In doing of which;, the Author y to have 
his way the clearer, writes rather for the CorpufctdariGn Phi* 
lofophers (as he is pleafed to call them) m General^ than any 
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